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breaking off a twig of thorn and pinching the tight, swollen
buds. " I don't think we shall be able to hold out for long
if we don't join up with some large anti-Soviet force, with
Maslak's brigade, for instance. He's wandering somewhere
in the south of the province. We must break through to
him, or we'll be massacred here one fine day."
" It's floodtime now.  We can't get across the Don."
"Not now.  But when the water falls we must retreat.
Don't you agree ? "
After some reflection Gregor answered :
" You're right.  We must clear out of this area.  There's
nothing to be done around here."
Kaparin grew enthusiastic in his argument. He began
to expatiate on the theme that their expectations of support
had not been justified, and that now they must somehow or
other persuade Fomin not to go on roaming aimlessly about
the region, but to decide to link up with a stronger force.
Gregor grew tired of listening to his chatter. He kept
his eyes fixed on his horse. As soon as the basket was
empty he took it off, bridled the animal and tightened the
saddlegirths.
" We shan't be moving on for a long time yet; there's
no need for all that hurry/' Kaparin said.
" You'd do better to go and get your horse ready, for
there won't be time to saddle it 1" Gregor answered.
Kaparin stared hard at him, then went to his mount,
which was standing close to the line of wagons.
Leading his horse by the rein, Gregor went across to
Fomin. The commander was lying on his cloak with his
legs widely straddled, lazily gnawing the wing of a boiled
chicken. He shifted, and beckoned to Gregor to sit down
beside him.
" Sit down here and have a rest."
" We must get away, now's not the time for rest," Gregor
said.
** We'll finish feeding the horses and then we'll move
on."
" We can finish feeding them later."
" What are you in such^a hurry for ? " Fomin threw away
the picked bone, and wiped his hands on his cloak.
" They'll get us here.  It's just the right spot for it."
"How  the  devil  can  they?  The  patrol's   only  just